
Success, the Hard 
Way: From Homeless 

to Harvard  
 

Lalita inspires audiences 
across the country with the 
remarkable story of her 
journey from homeless 
teenage mother and 
welfare recipient to author, 
anti-poverty crusader, 
Truman Scholar, and joint 
degree candidate at 
Harvard.  
 
At fifteen, Lalita was a 
runaway high school 
dropout struggling for 
survival on the streets. By 
twenty, her teenage 
marriage to a childhood 
friend was in shambles, 
and she was homeless 
again - this time with an 
infant.  
 
Refusing to accept a life of 
homelessness and poverty, 
Lalita defied the odds, 
achieving success that 
surpassed her wildest 
dreams.  
 

Giving Back  
 
Lalita has dedicated her 
life to alleviating the 
poverty that once 

entrapped her. She is 
Founder and Program 
Director of the Lighthouse 
for Dreams Financial 
Literacy Project, a 
nonprofit that teaches 
teens and children in 
foster care to manage 
money. One day, she 
intends to see financial 
education become an 
integral part of the welfare 
system. 
 

Public Speaking  

 
,ÁÌÉÔÁȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÓ 
into confronting  and 
overcoming adversity have 
invigorated and motivated 
a variety of diverse 
audiences. 
 
Through her story, Lalita 
challenges people to move 
beyond the boundaries 
that confine growth, 
stunt prosperity, and 
limit possibility.  
 
,ÁÌÉÔÁȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
is motivated by 
the core belief 
that we are 
each capable 
of 

accomplishing far more 
than we give ourselves 
credit for. Success is not a 
function of having the 
right advantages, knowing 
the right people, or being 
in the right place at the 
right time.  
 
!Ó ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÓÓÉÏÎ 
drags on, many face fear 
and uncertainty about the 
ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ ,ÁÌÉÔÁȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓ 
both inspiring and timely:  
 

  Ordinary people are 
capable of 

accomplishing 
absolutely 

extraordinary things.   
 
 


